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THE CUBANS 

Men of Long-Held Political Passions 


By Christopher Dickey 

Washington Port Staff Writers 

They are veterans of a long, lost 
war, the five Cubans indicted yester- 
day for their alleged part in the mur- 
der of a former Chilean ambassador. 
They are men familiar with the dark- 
est sides of life in the Cuban commu- 
nities of New Jersey and Miami, 
where crime and conspiracy often 
blend with intense political hatreds. 

Their passions burned like fuses. 

The names Ignacio Novo Sampol 
and Guillermo Novo Sampol have 
long been familiar to many members 
of the Cuban exile community in the 
United States, and to the federal 
agents who keep an eye on its 
counter-revolutionary underworld. 

When Che Guevara spoke at the 
United Nations in 1964, the Novo 
brothers were charged with firing a 
bazooka at the U.N. building. Charges 
were dropped because they had not 
been warned of their rights. 

During the 1970s, Ignacio Novo 
would be picked up on other explo- 
sives-related charges, according to 
New Jersey court records, while his 
younger brother Guillermo would be 



convicted of plotting to blow up a 
Cuban ship anchored in Montreal. 


Though by then they had lived in 
the United States for almost two dec- 
ades, they and their three indicted 
compatriots— Alvin Ross Diaz, Virgilio 
Paz Romero, and Jose Dionisio Suarez 
. Esquivel —were members of the Cu- 
ban Nationalist Movement, deter- 
mined to carry on the fight against 
Castro no matter what the odds, and 
without any help from the United 
States. 

According to yesterday’s indictment, 
four of these Cubans met with DINA 
agent Michael Vernon Townley early 
in September 1976.. Guillermo Novo 
and Jose Dionisio Suarez gave him 
and Virgilio Paz explosives and a det- 
onating device two days later. 

Orlando Letelier died in a bomb 
blast that destroyed his car on Sept. 
21 . * 




